
 

 

 
  

 
            

                   

 
 
 
 
    

          

 
This unique award launched in 2002 targets Australian emerging conductors of Music Theatre, 
Ballet, Opera and Classical music genres worthy of further assistance and to enable them to 
gain opportunity to broaden their musical knowledge and further valuable experience.   
The winner will be chosen from entries submitted to the Musical Advisory Committee, who will make 
their recommendations for Nominees/Winner and the Brian Stacey Memorial Trustees will then choose 
the winner.  The winner will be announced in late June 2009 (dtba) and will be presented with a 
$6,000 prize plus appear at the Helpmann Awards Ceremony in Sydney on 27 July, 2009. 

BACKGROUND 
Brian Stacey’s tragically curtailed musical career was remarkable for its breadth of interest and 
expertise. Stacey resisted efforts to be pigeon-holed into any particular genre; indeed he firmly believed 
that his experiences in one genre informed and improved his performances in another. In the last year of 
his life he conducted ballet, opera, musicals, concerts and recordings, as well as participating in a 
number of other musical projects. 
 
In establishing the Brian Stacey Memorial Trust, Stacey’s family, friends and colleagues chose to 
honour his professional choices by creating an award that would help to encourage emerging 
conductors to gain experience, in particular by crossing art-form barriers. The Trust’s first award 
allowed Guy Noble, then known foremost as a conductor of musicals, to compose, conduct and record 
a Flute Concerto, which was subsequently broadcast on the third anniversary of Stacey’s death, in 
October 1999.  
 
In recent years the Trust has expanded its brief to allow a more general support for emerging 
conductors. From 1999 to 2001 the Trust contributed an award to the Westfield Young Conductor of 
the year programme, managed by Symphony Australia.  The Trust’s decision to approach Live 
Performance Australia, who manage the Helpmann Awards reflects its belief that the Stacey Award, 
like its namesake, should not be confined to any single area of musical endeavour. 
 
Stacey’s unique career was inspired by a small number of mentors, most notably Sir Charles 
Mackerras, through whose encouragement and sponsorship Brian gained his first foothold into 
international opera. A donor to the Brian Stacey Memorial Trust once enclosed a note with his 
payment, complimenting the Trust for “keeping (Stacey’s) unique flame alive (by) passing the 
Stacey baton to another generation”. The donor went on to comment on how “chuffed” Stacey 
would be “to think that he may well prove to be the same catalyst for young talent as ‘Charlie’ 
Mackerras was for him.” 
 
Past            2002   Kellie Dickerson     2004  Simon Hewett   2006   Olliver Cuneo  2008 Paul Fitzsimon 
Recipients: 2003   Benjamin Northey  2005  Mark Shiell   2007   Dane Lam             & Vanessa Scammell 
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ENTRY FORM 
 
Name: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 
Address:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .State: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Postcode:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 
D.O.B: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Phone No: Home: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
              Work:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Email: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     Mob: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
              Fax:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 
Note: To qualify you need to be an Australian citizen 
Please fill in ALL sections above plus attach the following information: 
*PLEASE NOTE: Entries (No 1. – 4.) should be submitted via email** to  
andreagaze@optusnet.com.au  and support material (No 5.) posted to the address 
below . 

1.) Details of relevant background – point form (1 x A4) 
2.) Curriculum Vitae (inc photo) 
3.) 2 References (only) which support the application 
4.) Vision Statement – 1 side A4 size page (no smaller than 12 pt) 
This should clearly outline the candidates vision for future music making in 
Australia and their part in realizing it, combined with how the candidate would use 
the funds if he/she won the Award. 
NB. This will account as major part of entry information. 
5.) Support Material - optional but strongly recommended) Video/audio/DVD (pref) 

 (can be rehearsal on home video, showing you in action)  
Send to: The Brian Stacey Memorial Trust - Award 2009   

      Att: Andrea Gaze 
      52 Darvall St,  

         Donvale  VIC  3111   Australia 
 
Entries Close:  Monday 11 May 2009  
Winner announced end of June 2009 (Helpmann Awards Media Launch – Melb/Sydney)     
Helpmann Awards Ceremony – Winner appearance – Monday 27 July 2009 in Sydney 
Further information: Contact Andrea Gaze Ph:(03) 9841 4284 or andreagaze@optusnet.com.au      
Website: www.staceytrust.com.au    

** All email attachments MUST start with name of entrant eg. Joe Blogs CV,  

DO NOT name attachments Stacey Award.doc 
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